What Are Riparian-Wetland Areas?

Riparian and wetland areas occur along water courses or waterbodies.
They are different from the adjacent lands because of the unique soil
and vegetation characteristics that are strongly influenced by free or
unbound water in the soil. Riparian ecosystems occupy the transitional
area between the upland and water ecosystems. Typical examples
would include floodplains, streambanks, and lake shores. These are
some of the most productive resources found on public and private
lands, comprising less than two percent of the western landscape, yet
highly prized by communities for their recreation, fish and wildlife,
water supply, cultural, and historic values as well as for their economic
values which stem from use in livestock production, timber harvest, and
mineral extraction.

Proper Functioning Condition (PFC)

PFC is a qualitative method for assessing the condition of riparian-
wetland areas. PFC describes both the assessment process and the
on-the ground condition of a riparian-wetland area. PFC evaluates how
well the physical processes are functioning through use of a checklist.
This approach is a component of the Creeks and Communities strategy
initiated by the USDI Bureau of Land Management, and USDA Forest
Service, in partnership with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service. Creeks and Communities is based on the goal of bringing
communities of people together to use a common vocabulary and
understanding to evaluate the health and restoration needs of riparian-
wetland areas.
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Training Sessions

Session Dates

Check with a cadre member to
schedule a meeting or to check for
updates. Additional sessions may
be scheduled throughout the year.

Who Should Attend?

Private landowners, ranchers,

state or federal agency employees,
and others who are involved

with or interested in the values

and functions associated with
riparian areas and in learning some
basic ways of determining their
condition.

Benefits to Participants

After attending this workshop, you
will have a better understanding of
the functions and values associated
with riparian/wetland areas.
Participants will learn methods

for assessing the condition of
riparian/wetland sites on their land,
and where to go for assistance in
improving or restoring sites, if
necessary. The assessment method
is straightforward and involves
completing a checklist with 17
yes/no questions.

Enrollment Information

There is no tuition required to
attend these workshops. If you
would like to register to attend or
find out more about the workshop,

please contact the local coordinator.

Montana/Dakotas Riparian Cadre

Name
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Soil and Water
Specialist

Supervisory
Range
Management
Specialist
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What Is I1t?

Phone
406-896-5041

406-587-6947

406-266-3425

406-587-0721

406-287-5321

406-262-2827

701-250-4443
ext. 106

605-374-3592

406-329-3304

406-868-2599

Email
mphilbin@blm.gov

thomas.pick@mt.usda.gov

bbohn@fs.fed.us

fberg@avicom.net

rangeland@sofast.net

Ihagener@blm.gov

mgonzalez@fs.fed.us

kahansen@fs.fed.us

mmanning@fs.fed.us

bwelling@ridleyinc.com

Address

USDI: BLM

Montana/Dakotas State Office
5001 Southgate Drive

Billings, MT 59101

NRCS Montana State office
Federal Building, Room 443
10 East Babcock Street
Bozeman, MT 59715

Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest
420 Barrett Street
Dillon, MT 59725

1209 South Montana
Bozeman, MT 59715

91 First Road, East
Whitehall, MT 59759

1704 2nd Street West
Havre, MT 59501

Dakota Prairie Grasslands
240 W. Century Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58503

Grand River Ranger District
Lemmon, SD 57638

USDA Forest Service Northern Region (R-1)

200 East Broadway
PO Box 7669
Missoula, MT 59807

PO Box 415
Vaughn, MT 59487

Fax
406-896-5293

406-587-6761

406-683-3855

406-587-1176

406-287-5321

406-265-3634

701-250-4454

605-374-5575

406-329-3347

406-965-2509

The Montana/Dakotas Riparian Training Cadre, an interagency, interdisciplinary team, invites private
landowners, state/federal/county employees, or other interested individuals to attend a 2-day session

on assessing riparian/wetland condition. A primary objective of this training is to develop a common
vocabulary and understanding of riparian areas among people who work on the land. The session usually
includes one day in a classroom setting and one day visiting streams in the field, but can be customized to
fit the need. There is no tuition, but space is limited. Class sizes are kept low (maximum of 30) to facilitate
meaningful interaction.



